
WHERE DO THE REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENT STAND ON CIVIL LIBERTIES? 
 

  
Rudy Giuliani     

 

 
Mike Huckabee 

 

 
Duncan Hunter 

 
Alan Keyes 

 
John McCain 

 
Ron Paul 

 
Mitt Romney 

 
Fred Thompson 

 
TREATMENT  
OF DETAINEES 

        

 
  Torture & 
  enhanced 
  interrogation  
  techniques 

 
torture illegal 
but favors 
“aggressive 
questioning” 
 
waterboarding 
may not be 
torture 

 
information 
from “true 
torture” not 
reliable but  
aggressive 
techniques 
have “saved  
American lives” 

 
voted not to 
ban torture 
 
obstructed 
investigation 
of Abu Graib 

 
opposes but 
has said in past 
that  
President 
might need 
to use it  
“if necessary 
for survival” 

 
opposes  
 
voted to outlaw  
 
“must 
champion 
Geneva 
Conventions” 

 
opposes 
 
voted to 
outlaw 
 
sponsored 
bill to ban torture  

 
opposes torture 
but supports 
enhanced 
interrogation 
techniques & 
keeping them 
secret 

 
opposes torture 
but supports 
enhanced 
interrogation 
techniques 
 
must do “what 
is necessary” 

 
  Extraordinary 
  rendition 

 
supports 

    
 

 
opposes 

  

 
  Right of 
  habeas 
  corpus for 
  Guantánamo  
  detainees 

 
 

 
ok not to 
charge them or 
give due 
process 

 
voted to deny 
right, which 
would create 
“avalanche of 
litigation” 

  
voted to deny 
right 

 
voted to restore 
right 

 
opposes giving 
detainees “safe 
harbor in our legal 
system”  

 
military 
commissions 
provide enough  
due process 

 
  Guantánamo 
  Bay prison 

 
keep it open 

 
prisoners are 
well treated 

 
keep it open 

  
will close it 

 
“shut it down” 

 
“ought to double” 
it 

 
keep it open 

 
DOMESTIC 
SURVEILLANCE 

        

 
  PATRIOT Act 

 
supported  
reauthorization 
& will resist 
efforts to “water 
down” 

  
voted to 
reauthorize 

 
has said we 
shouldn’t give 
up freedoms 
because of 
“bad episodes” 

 
voted to 
reauthorize 

 
voted against 
1st  PATRIOT Act 
& against 
reauthorization & 
will “overturn” it 

 
PATRIOT Act 
“our most 
effective new 
tool,” kept us safe 

 
 

 
  Warrantless 
  wiretaps & 
  record  
  collection 

 
supported 
Bush’s wiretap 
program 
 
supports legal 
but aggressive 
eavesdropping 

  
voted for 
warrantless 
surveillance & 
access to 
records 

  
criticized 
Bush’s wiretap 
program but 
didn’t oppose 
legalizing it 

 
voted against 
warrantless 
surveillance & 
access to  
records 

 
supported 
Bush’s wiretap 
program & 
spying on 
mosques & 
Muslims 

 
supports 
Bush on issues 
of surveillance 

 
WELL-KNOWN 
ADVISORS 
 

 
Louis Freeh 
Norman 
Podhoretz 

    
Alexander Haig 
Brent Scowcroft 
James Woolsey 

  
J. Cofer Black 
Peter Hoekstra 

 
Mark Esper 
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WHERE DO THE DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENT STAND ON CIVIL LIBERTIES? 
 

 
 
 

 
Hillary Clinton 

 
John Edwards 

 
Mike Gravel 

 
Dennis Kucinich 

 
Barack Obama 

 
Bill Richardson 

 
TREATMENT 
OF DETAINEES 

      

 
  Torture & 
  enhanced 
  interrogation  
  techniques 

 
opposes 
 
“cannot be American 
policy, period” 
 
voted to outlaw  

 
opposes 
 
would end it 

 
opposes 
 
it is “unacceptable 
human behavior” 

 
opposes 
 
“end this abhorrent  
technique once and for 
all” 
 
voted to outlaw  

 
opposes 
 
“cannot sanction 
torture” 
 
voted to outlaw 
 

 
opposes 
 
supports “complete 
and unadulterated 
adherance to Geneva 
Conventions” 

 
  Extraordinary 
  rendition 

 
opposes 
 
“a moral & national 
security failure” 

 
opposes 
 
“state sponsored 
kidnappings must end” 

 
opposes 

 
opposes 
 
co-sponsored bill to 
end it 
 

 
opposes 
 
“not a country that 
ships prisoners…to be 
tortured in far off 
countries” 

 
opposes 
 
 

 
  Right of   
  habeas  
  corpus for 
  Guantánamo 
  detainees 

 
1st voted to deny right 
but has since voted to 
restore 

 
will restore right of 
habeas corpus 

 
will restore right of 
habeas corpus 

 
co-sponsored bill to 
restore 
 
voted to restore 

 
1st voted to deny right 
but has since voted to 
restore 
 
should limit 

 
supports right of 
habeas corpus 

 
  Guantánamo 
  Bay prison 

 
close it 

 
close it & other secret 
prisons 

 
will “raze” it 

 
co-sponsored bill to 
close it 

 
close it & end secret 
prisions 

 
close it 

 
DOMESTIC 
SURVEILLANCE 

      

 
  PATRIOT Act 

 
supported  changes 
but voted to 
reauthorize 

 
voted for 1st 
PATRIOT Act but 
will “fix” it 

 
critical of surrender 
of civil liberties in 
general 

 
voted against 1st 
PATRIOT Act & 
against reauthorization 

 
supported changes but 
voted to reauthorize 

 
will  “overhaul“ it 

   
  Warrantless  
  wiretaps & 
  record 
  collection 

 
voted against 
expanded spy powers 
 
use FISA court 

 
will restore safeguards 
of privacy & judicial 
review 

 
was leading Senate 
voice against 
executive power in 
1970s 

 
voted against 
warrantless 
surveillance & 
access to records 

 
voted against 
expanded spy powers 
 
use FISA court 

 
Congress needs to 
“rescind” warrantless 
wiretapping 

 
WELL-KNOWN 
ADVISORS 
 
 

 
Madeleine Albright 
Samuel Berger 
Strobe Talbott 
 

 
Michael Signer 
 

   
Zbigniew Brzezinski 
Richard Clarke 
Anthony Lake 

 
Michael Contarino 
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