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The Honorable Eric H. Holder 
Attorney General of the United States 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Attorney General: 
 
We, the undersigned health professionals, write to share our concerns that 
your office’s reluctance to appoint a special prosecutor to investigate 
potential crimes by former officials involved in torturing detainees is 
endangering our nation’s stated fundamental values and our credibility as 
a nation that values and defends human rights. 
 
The investigation of potential crimes, as others have shown, holds 
profound implications for our nation’s international legitimacy and future 
opportunities to credibly promote human rights. It also holds immense 
importance for the future historical record, as well as the necessary policy 
debates addressing detention, surveillance, and other violations of civil 
liberties under the Obama administration going forward. 
 
Our concern here is more specific, reflecting our particular expertise as 
health professionals. Some mental health professionals and physicians 
abandoned our profession’s ethical commitment to “do no harm” and 
instead facilitated the abuse and torture of detainees in U.S. custody. 
 
For example, when detainees were waterboarded, or shackled by their 
hands and feet to induce sleep deprivation, medical personnel and 
psychologists calibrated the intensity of abuse to ensure that it could 
continue. In addition, some military and intelligence psychologists helped 
design, conduct, and teach abusive interrogation techniques used by the 
CIA and Department of Defense. 
 
Our professions’ participation in these abuses is an appalling affront to 
not only our ethical code, but also the law. Efforts within our professions 
to hold our members accountable for their role in torture are part of the 
solution, but do not complete it. Nor can those efforts reach other officials 
outside our professions who also enabled or conducted detainee abuse. 
Until our nation investigates and prosecutes those responsible for 
torturing detainees, the future use of torture will remain a risk facing our 
nation, our professions, and their respective values. 
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We urge you, in your capacity as our nation’s senior prosecutor, to restore the rule of law by ensuring its 
equal application to all. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
The undersigned health professionals 
 
cc: The Honorable David Ogden, Deputy Attorney General 
The Honorable Lanny A. Breuer, Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division 
Members of the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Intelligence 
Members of the U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

 
 

Gordon Messling, Jasper, AR 
Nancy Matthews, Sedona, AZ 
Arnold Schwartz, Albany, CA 
Jean Maria Arrigo, Alpine, CA 
Wesley Smart, Bellflower, CA 
Ruth Fallenbaum, Berkeley, CA 
Stephen Hart, Berkeley, CA 
Judy Lightstone, Berkeley, CA 
Anonymous, Garden Grove, CA 
Eva Liggett, Gustine, CA 
Anonymous, Lafayette, CA 
Fred Bischoff, M.D., M.P.H., Loma Linda, CA 
Nancy Hollander, Los Angeles, CA 
Harvey La Tourette, Los Angeles, CA 
Philip Hull, Oakland, CA 
J. Robert Bragonier, M.D., Ph.D., Redondo Beach, CA 
Robert L. Bettinger, San Diego, CA 
Adrienne Fong, San Francisco, CA 
Desda Morris, San Luis Obispo, CA 
Guy Biagiotti, Santa Ana, CA 
Diane Massey-Todd, Sebastopol, CA 
Deborah Dupre, Venice, CA 
Stefanie Fletcher, Venice, CA 
Cheryl Scott, Volcano, CA 
David Hooper, Aurora, CO 
Wendie Stauffer, Colorado City, CO 
Ronald Osborne, Cotopaxi, CO 
Diane Barry, Deep River, CO 
John Schellenger, Denver, CO 
Mary Axelrod, Fort Collins, CO 
Rosellen Sell, Longmont, CO 
Denise Nelson, Stratford, CT 
Sherman Nelson, Stratford, CT 
Melanie St. Ours, Washington, DC 
Anonymous, Washington, DC 
Lynn Miralia, Gainesville, FL 

Jackie Duvall, Gulf Breeze, FL 
Nancy Fink, Miami, FL 
John Riccio, Naples, FL 
Lee Karr, Venice, FL 
Dale Luckett, West Palm Beach, FL 
Amy Stanberry, Winter Springs, FL 
William Trapnell, Atlanta, GA 
Gloria Goldstein, Honolulu, HI 
Pamela Palencia, Kihei, HI 
Marv Hain Jr., Coralville, IA 
Christine Alexanian, Coeur d'Alene, ID 
Mary Dean, Chicago, IL 
Lawrence Domont, Glencoe, IL 
Mary Wollitz-Dooley, Plainfield, IN 
Michael Jackson, Richmond, IN 
Stephen Soldz, Brookline, MA 
Charles Schille, Cambridge, MA 
Anne Shumway, Cambridge, MA 
Dr. Carolyn Nikkal, Jamaica Plain, MA 
Jamie Metzler, Baltimore, MD 
Morton Ehudin, Bethesda, MD 
Brigitte Ladisch, Chevy Chase, MD 
Carol Timm, Brooklyn, MI 
Lori Mulvey, Comstock Park, MI 
Louis Petrucco, Grosse Ile, MI 
Tom Barbas, Redford, MI 
Dave Smith, Robbinsdale, MN 
Marty Allen, Pearl, MS 
Thomas Reichheld, Wolfeboro, NH 
Dr. Peter Geidel, Paterson, NJ 
Richard Sroczynski, Piscataway, NJ 
Dr. Norbert A. Wetzel, Princeton, NJ 
Kim Buxenbaum, Springfield, NJ 
Joan Evans, Albuquerque, NM 
Michael Oaks, Las Cruces, NM 
James B. Sitrick Jr., Santa Fe, NM 



Josie Lenwell, Taos, NM 
Paul Lenart, Reno, NV 
Vija Brazus, Brooklyn, NY 
William Coleman, Buffalo, NY 
Martha Davis, New York, NY 
Kenneth Feiner, New York, NY 
Margaret Gilpin, L.C.S.W., New York, NY 
Mady Marantz, New York, NY 
Denice Park, New York, NY 
Ralph Alvarez, Warwick, NY 
Kenneth Adler, Sylvania, OH 
Trudy Bond, Toledo, OH 
Marion Lamb, Tulsa, OK 
Anonymous, Stouffville, ON 
Karen Hershey, Hillsboro, OR 
Angelyn Ray, Lakeview, OR 
Lucinda Agre, Portland, OR 
Donlon McGovern, Portland, OR 
Camille Peters, Salem, OR 
Garvar Brummett, Springfield, OR 
Nancy Dorfman, M.S.W., A.C.S.W., L.S.W., N.A.S.W., Allentown, PA 
Lisa Zelinski, Easton, PA 
Alan Hessler, Ebensburg, PA 
Ursula Joan Wanner, Lancasgter, PA 
Ryan Hunt, Pittsburgh, PA 
Patricia Thrasher, Hilton Head Island, SC 
Sean Hanna, Austin, TX 
Julia Penn, Austin, TX 
Celeste Winkle, Austin, TX 
Megan O'Dell, Dallas, TX 
Jerry Weiss, Ph.D., Dallas, TX 
Sarah Mulcahy, Dickinson, TX 
David Grant, San Antonio, TX 
Carol Cox, Fredericksburg, VA 
E. Ingrid Anderson, Springfield, VT 
Susan Gray, Brush Prairie, WA 
Richard Goldstein, Coupeville, WA 
Phil Joyner, Kenmore, WA 
Robert Parker, Seattle, WA 
Donald Kircher, Yelm, WA 
Dr. John M. Stewart, Washburn, WI 
 


